QUESTION

John 20:30-31 “And many other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:
But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life
through his name."“

John specifically points out that his purpose for writing this
Gospel was so that the person reading it would believe that
Jesus is the Messiah [Christ], and also believe that He is the
Son of God, and that by believing those things, the reader
would have life through His name.

So, would you agree that someone could only read the Gospel of
John and know everything they need to know to be saved?

Would it surprise you that the word “repent” [Greek metanoia]
NEVER appears in the Gospel of John?

Please answer in the comments: Why do you think the word
“repent” never appears in the Gospel of John?

Is Salvation Simply an “Admit
One” Ticket to Heaven?

“You make choices, and you live with them.” Phil “Groundhog
Dayﬂ

We have always had the freedom of choice, but no one has ever
had the freedom to choose the results or consequences of those
choices. Life, unfortunately, or maybe fortunately, does not
work like Groundhog Day. We do not have the ability (or the
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opportunity) to go back in time and make a different choice,
no matter how much we wish it were possible.

Salvation isn’t simply an “Admit One” ticket to Heaven that
you can lose or give back, it is a free-will choice with
eternal consequences. “Consequence” means a result or effect
of an action or condition. This word usually has a negative
connotation. But in general, it simply means what results from
a particular choice or action.

How many choices in your life do you regret and wish you could
go back and change. Or, are there choices that you are happy
with? Maybe a choice that protected you from disaster? Good or
bad, these are all irrevocable choices and the results of
these choices cannot be undone.

Adam and Eve were faced with a choice-to eat of the fruit of
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, or to obey God and not
eat of it. They made an irrevocable choice, and of their own
free will they chose to eat of the fruit.

They had been warned of the consequences — that they would
surely die. Several things occurred because of their choice.
They died immediately spiritually and began dying physically.
To the woman God said, “I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and
thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and
thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over
thee."”

To the man God said, “cursed is the ground for thy sake; 1in
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns
also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt
eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou
eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it
wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return.”

Additionally, the entire creation became corrupted and 1is
waiting to be regenerated, as Paul indicates in Romans 8:9-22



“For the eagerly awaiting creation waits for the revealing of
the sons and daughters of God. For the creation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected
it, 1in hope that the creation itself also will be set free
from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory
of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation
groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until
now."

There was nothing Adam and Eve could do to reverse the
consequences of their free-will choice. They could not go back
in time and make a different choice, and they could not change
the consequences of their choice.

A similar situation occurs when you are presented with the
Salvation Gospel. You can make a choice to receive the free
gift of Salvation, or you can choose to reject it. You can
reject it over and over again, but at some point, you will
reject it for the last time and will reap the consequences of
that choice, and you will not be able to go back in time and
make a different choice.

However, you can instead, of your own free will, make the
choice to receive the free gift of Salvation, but just like
Adam and Eve’s choice, it cannot be undone, because there are
certain things that occur when you accept the free gift of
Salvation. These results are all accomplished by God. We
cannot do any of this ourselves and we also cannot undo
anything that God does. As Paul says in Romans 11:29 — “The
gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.”

The following things occur the moment we believe and put our
trust in the finished work of Jesus Christ:

We are Born Again [John 3:1-9;]: We are born again by the
Spirit. We are “being born again, not of corruptible seed, but
of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth
for ever.” [1 Peter 1:3,23] Incorruptible means
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“unperishable.” When we are born again we cannot perish,
because we are born of incorruptible/unperishable seed.

Being born cannot be reversed, you can’t go back in time and
prevent yourself from being born. Just as there is nothing you
can do can change the fact that you were born from your
biological parents, there is nothing you can do to change the
fact that you were born again spiritually and have become a
child of God [John 1:12-13].

We are a New Creation [2 Cor. 5:17; Gal. 6:15]: When we are
born again, we are a new creation. A new creation cannot
become “uncreated.” A new creation is something that never
before existed, so you cannot become uncreated. For that to
occur, you would have to go back in time and change it. There
isn’t anything in the entire creation of God that can become
uncreated.

We are “In Christ” [1 Cor. 12:13; Rom. 8:1; Rom. 16:7; 1 Cor.
1:30; 2 Cor. 5:17] : We are baptized [placed] into and become
part of the body of Christ which is the Church, and we who
have accepted the free gift of Salvation are described by Paul
as being “in Christ.”

The Holy Spirit Indwells Us [John 14:16-18; 1 Cor. 6:19; 2
Tim. 1:14; ]: The Holy Spirit indwells us permanently. God
promised that the Holy Spirit will never leave us. When we got
saved, did we put the Holy Spirit in us? No, God did that. To
become “unsaved,” the Holy Spirit would need to leave us. We
cannot remove the Holy Spirit any more than we could put Him
there in the first place.

We are Sealed by the Holy Spirit [Ephesians 1:13-14; Ephesians
4:30]: We are Sealed by the Holy Spirit UNTIL the redemption
of our physical body. The fact of being sealed cannot end
before the redemption, it can only be fulfilled by the
redemption. “Until” doesn’t leave a gap where something else
can occur in-between the two events. You cannot become



unsealed. God sealed us through His Holy Spirit and we cannot
reverse what God does.

We now Posses Eternal Life [John 3:36; John 5:24; John 6:47]:
We have passed from death unto life. We possess Eternal Life
now. You cannot lose Eternal Life, because if you did, it
wasn’t Eternal Life, it was only life for a period of time.
Eternal Life is a gift of God. And the gifts and calling of
God are IRREVOCABLE! [Romans 11:29]. If we didn’t receive
Eternal Life until after we have physically died. Then there
would be a possibility, because it would be a future gift, but
Jesus makes it very clear that we have already passed from
death unto life.

We have been Redeemed [Acts 20:27-28, Galatians 4:4-5,
Ephesians 7:7, Hebrews 9:12]

Jesus purchased us with his blood. We cannot change that. We
permanently belong to Him. As Hebrews 9:12 states, “Neither by
the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered
in once 1into the holy place, having obtained eternal
redemption for us.”

We have been “Declared Righteous”—A Judicial Position [Romans
5:9]: We are Justified — “Declared Righteous.” This is NOT
affected by the sins or any actions of our past, or the sins
or any actions that we will do in the future. Nor is it
affected by the good things we do. It is a judicial position.
We have been declared Righteous by God, we cannot change this.
It is not based on what we did, or what we do or don’t do, it
is ONLY based on what Jesus did. He paid the price of
Salvation and gives it freely to all who believe/receive Hinm.

Being saved is not just being given a “Get out of Hell free
card” or a free ticket to Heaven that says “Admit One” that
you can loose or give back. There are unchangeable
consequences/results of your free will choice to believe and
trust in Jesus’ finished work of paying for all the sins of
the world which is irrevocable and you cannot go back in time



to reverse it. You cannot lose or even give back the free gift
of Salvation.

Never Perish!

According to the Society of Evangelical Arminians, the view
that “Salvation cannot be lost by accident, but it can be
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forfeited by deliberate choice and walked away from,”” is the

view of many Arminians.

John 10:28 is used to make the point. However, focus is only
given to the last part of verse 28 and the beginning of verse
29: “..neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man 1is
able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand... [KJV]

They point out that, yes, no one can “snatch” them out of the
Father’s hand or the Son’s hand, but the truly saved person
could still choose to walk out of God’s hands by themselves,
rejecting God and His Salvation.

However, this is taking it out of context. If you back up even
slightly you will see that choosing to reject your Salvation
isn’t even a possibility. Starting with the beginning of
verse 27: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall
never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand...”

Even the English word “never” does not allow for any
exceptions. It can never happen, His sheep will never perish.
More importantly, what does the Greek say? It is interesting
to see that the English word “never” is used to translate more
than one Greek word. It is actually translated from five
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Greek words:
o0 pR €ig¢ TOV aidva,

Literally “not, not in the age.” In English we might say
something like “not in a million years!” That doesn’t mean it
might happen at some point, it means it will never happen.

A Greek sentence can be negated by one of two words, o0 or uj,
depending upon the grammatical structure. However, unlike
English, where two negatives cancel each other out making a
positive, a double negative in Greek strengthens the negation
exponentially. So o0 pR doesn’t just mean “not” it means
“absolutely not, and the phrase “gi¢ TOV ai@va” means
“forever,” so, altogether it means “absolutely not forever.”

The Greek word translated “Perish” is “dméAAvuil” and it means
to be destroyed or die. So, His sheep will absolutely not
ever be destroyed/die. This is strong enough in and of
itself, but as Buist M. Fanning writes in William Mounce’s
Basics of Biblical Greek Grammar, it is further strengthened
by the fact that..

“.it is the use of the two negatives o0 un with a subjunctive
verb to indicate a strong negation about the future. The
speaker uses the subjunctive verb to suggest a future
possibility, but in the same phrase he emphatically denies (by
means of the double negative) that such could ever happen.
This linguistic combination occurs about eighty-five times 1in
the New Testament, often 1in significant promises or
reassurances about the future..

“.It would have been enough to have o0 with a future
indicative verb here, but Jesus 1is more emphatic. The
subjunctive combination strongly denies even the possibility
that any of Jesus’s sheep would perish: “they will certainly
not perish,” “they will by no means perish,” is the sense of
Jesus’s assertion. This is reinforced by the addition of the



phrase €i¢ tov aidva, “forever.” * [emphasis mine]

Jesus’ statement in John 10:28 is unambiguous and cannot be
misunderstood or misconstrued. The conclusion is clear: it 1is
impossible for the genuine saved believer to ever lose or even
give back his or her Salvation.
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